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NORTHERN TERRITORY LIQUOR COMMISSION 

DECISION NOTICE 

MATTER: 87 MITCHELL STREET MANAGEMENT PTY LTD 
APPLICATION FOR LIQUOR LICENCE [2026] 
NTLiqComm 8 

REFERENCE: LC2026-004 

APPLICANT: 87 Mitchell Street Management Pty Ltd 

PREMISES: voco Darwin suites, 87 Mitchell Street, Darwin City, NT 
0800 

LEGISLATION: Part 3 Division 4 of the Liquor Act 2019. 

HEARD BEFORE: Michaela Malone (Acting Chairperson)  

Stephen Gelding (Health Member)  

Katrina Fong Lim (Community Member) 

DATE OF HEARING: 15 April 2026  

DATE OF DECISION: 16 April 2026  

Decision1 

1. For the reasons set out below and in accordance with s 48 of the Liquor Act
2019 (NT) (“the Act”) the Northern Territory Liquor Commission (“the
Commission”) has determined to issue a licence to 87 Mitchell Street
Management Pty Ltd (“the applicant”).

2. The licence will be issued with a restaurant authority, restaurant bar authority,
lodging authority, and a catering authority.

3. The conditions of the licence will be those authority conditions set out in Part 4,
Division 1 (“Standard operating conditions”), Part 4, Division 5 (“Catering
authority conditions”), Part 4, Division 11 (“Lodging authority conditions”), Part
4, Division 15 (“Restaurant authority conditions”) and Part 4, Division 16
(“Restaurant bar authority conditions”) of the Liquor Regulations 2019 (“the
Regulations”).

4. The licensed premises are situated at 87 Mitchell Street, DARWIN CITY NT
0800 over the area delineated in red, marked on the plan annexed to this notice.

1 NOTE: On 23 April 2026 the Commission amended this decision to correct outdated information that was 

contained in the brief as provided to the Commission. The amendments do not substantially alter or effect 

the decision. 
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5. The licence will be issued immediately following the publication of this Decision 
Notice.  

 
6. The Commission approves the appointment of Mr Sean Desouza and Mr 

Sanjaya Karunathilake as licence nominees.  
 

7. Liquor must not be sold under the licence until the Director of Liquor Licensing 
(“the Director”) gives the written approval to do so, following the provision of 
documentary evidence to the satisfaction of the Director that the applicant has 
obtained the necessary fire safety and building approvals, including a certificate 
of occupancy, in respect of the premises. 

 

Reasons  

Background 

8. The premises is a new hotel called voco Darwin Suites and is located at 87 

Mitchell Street, Darwin City, Northern Territory. The premises is leased by 87 

Mitchell Street Management Pty Ltd trading as voco Darwin Suites. The hotel 

was developed through the repurpose of a commercial office building and the 

premises has recently undergone a substantial refurbishment.  

 

9. The hotel has front-of-house facilities accessible to the public, with restaurant 

and bar services offered, as well as function and multipurpose meeting spaces. 

Each guestroom is equipped with a self-contained kitchenette, providing 

accommodation for both short and extended stay guests. The brand “voco” is 

a brand owned by IHG Hotels & Resorts (InterContinental Hotels Group), a 

global hotel company.  

 

10. 87 Mitchell Street Management Pty Ltd was incorporated for the purpose of 

operating and managing voco Darwin Suites, however forms part of a broader 

corporate group, the Halikos JH Group2 (“the Group”). The Group has an 

established trading history, strong financial capacity, and demonstrated 

experience in property ownership, development, and hospitality-related 

operations. 

 

11. The Halikos JH Group holds multiple licences across the Northern Territory, 

many of which are held through separate corporate entities that may constitute 

associated entities. For the purposes of this matter, the relevant licensees are 

Lizards Bar Pty Ltd (Lizards Bar & Restaurant Darwin) and Crab Claw Pty Ltd 

(Crab Claw Island Resort). 

The Application 

12. On 12 February 2026, an application was lodged by Ms Elizabeth Halikos (on 
behalf of 87 Mitchell Street Management Pty Ltd) in the approved form with the 
Director, seeking a restaurant authority, restaurant bar authority, lodging 
authority, and a catering authority.  

 
2 Previously part of the Halikos Group.  
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13. The application was considered incomplete by the Director, however was 

“provisionally” accepted on 18 February 2026, with the applicant requested to 

provide additional documents in order to progress the application. These were 

subsequently provided by the applicant with it being considered complete on 

26 February 2026 and confirmation of a change in directorship being given on 

17 March 2026. 

Consultation 

14. The Commission was informed by the Director that the application was 
published in the NT News on 21 February 2026 and published on the Director’s 
website the same day. In addition to the online publications, two signs were 
displayed at the proposed premises for 14 days in accordance with section 
57(4) of the Act. The Director was satisfied that the applicant had complied with 
the requirements to advertise the application.  
 

15. In accordance with s 56 of the Act, notification was given to the Department of 
Health, Northern Territory Police and The City of Darwin Council. An additional 
notification was sent to the Northern Territory Fire and Rescue Services 
(“NTFRS”), and the compliance unit of Licensing NT. 
 

16. The Director informed the Commission that there was no objection to the 
application from the Department of Health or Northern Territory Police. There 
was a request for information by The City of Darwin Council, but no formal 
objection was received in relation to the application. There was no objection to 
the application by NTFRS.  
 

17. On 9 March 2026, email correspondence was received by the Director from a 
Senior Compliance Office of Liquor and Tobacco at Licencing NT, noting that 
there was no comment or concern in relation to the application.  
 

18. Following the public consultation, no objections were received.  
 

19. There were two responses from nearby residents that supported the 
application. One resident noted support for the application and expressed a 
view that the local community would benefit from the licence being granted as 
it would increase the amenity of the location and the licence would compliment 
the hotel facilities. The second resident that submitted a favourable response 
to the application noted that they did not have concerns about noise, as in 
recent years this had not been an issue in the area with reference to other 
similar establishments.  

The licensee’s record of compliance 
 

20. 87 Mitchell Street Management Pty Ltd has never held a liquor licence in the 
Northern Territory, however the Halikos JH Group holds multiple licences 
across the Northern Territory as referred to above.  
 

21. The Director formed the view that there were no compliance concerns in 
relation to 87 Mitchell Street Management Pty Ltd and noted support for the 
application.  
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