Changes to Defamation Laws – Fact sheet 5
Changes to Defamation Law
[bookmark: _Toc15286907][bookmark: _Toc15286861]Amendments to Defences 
The Defamation Legislation Amendment Act 2025 (NT) (the Act) has introduced new defences to defamation, such as:
· Publications involving digital intermediaries;
· Public interest; and
· Scientific or academic peer review. 
As such, where it is alleged that defamatory material has been published and one of the above defences applies, the publisher may not be found liable for defamation.  
What is the new Innocent Dissemination Defence for Digital Intermediaries?  
Where a digital intermediary (see https://agd.nt.gov.au/media/docs/law-reform-and-reviews/defamation-reform-fact-sheet-4.DOCX for more information on digital intermediaries), such as an online forum administrator:
· provides an accessible complaints mechanism (e.g. an email address to lodge complaints); and
· takes steps to prevent access to the alleged defamatory material (e.g. by removing the matter in question from the forum website) either before receiving a complaint or within seven days after receiving a written complaint about the matter in question, 
the digital intermediary will have a defence to any defamation claim brought because of that alleged defamatory material.
If a written complaint has not been received about the alleged defamatory material in question, the digital intermediary will still have access to the defence if they can prove that they had an accessible complaints mechanism at the time the digital matter was published.
What is the defence of Public Interest?  
A publisher will have a defence to defamation if they can prove that the publication concerned an issue of public interest, and the publisher reasonably believed the publication was in the public interest.

It is at the discretion of the Court to decide if the matter concerned was one of public interest.
What is the defence for Scientific or academic peer review? 
 Where the alleged defamatory material is:
· published in a scientific or academic journal;
· relates to a scientific or academic issue; and 
· has undergone an independent review by the editor of the journal who has expertise in the area in question or one or more persons who have expertise in the area in question, 
the publisher will have a defence to any claim of defamation for that material. 
However, a defence on this basis will not be available where it is proven that the alleged defamatory material within the scientific or academic journal was not done so honestly for the information of the public or advancement of education. 
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