LIQUOR ACT 2019

 NOTICE OF RECONSIDERATION OF DECISION BY THE LIQUOR COMMISSION

On 20 November 2025, the Northern Territory Liquor Commission (the Commission) issued a Notice Of Proposed Variation Of Licence Conditions pursuant to section 113 of the Liquor Act 2019 (the Act), to 20 licensees who operate in and around the Alice Springs Central Business District.

The Commission proposed to vary the conditions of their licences to impose the below conditions:

1. Full-strength alcohol only with a full meal

Full-strength alcohol only with a full meal

From 1130 hours until 1500 hours on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, full-strength liquor must not be supplied, sold, served or consumed on the premises except when served with a full meal, as distinct from a light meal.

For the purpose of this condition, the definitions of “full-strength”[footnoteRef:1], “full meal”[footnoteRef:2] and “light meal”[footnoteRef:3] are as set out at reg 3 of the Liquor Regulations 2019 (NT) (the Regulations). [1:  “liquor that contains more than 3.99% ethyl alcohol by volume”
]  [2:  “a meal expected to be served at a restaurant that is eaten when seated at a table or bar”
]  [3:  “a meal that may be eaten with the hands while standing”
] 


This condition does not apply to the sale, supply or service of full-strength liquor to: 

(a) a bona-fide lodger or paying guest staying at the licensee’s accommodations, including by way of the following methods:

i. a minibar stocked with liquor in the guest’s room or unit;

ii. room service of liquor delivered to the guest’s room or unit;

(b) members of a group of at least four persons who have ordered food to be shared between them, are consuming food on the premises at a table or counter, and are seated while consuming liquor. 

2. On-premises identification system

[bookmark: _Ref213688223]The Commission proposes to vary the conditions of Todd Tavern, The NT Rock Bar, Bojangles Saloon and Dining Room, and Uncles Tavern (the nominated licences) by inserting the following condition:

On-premises identification system

(a) The licensee must establish an identification system (the on-premises identification system) to determine whether a person:

i.  is prohibited from purchasing or consuming liquor by:

A. a banned drinker order (BDO) or court order under the Alcohol Harm Reduction Act 2017

B. a bail condition imposed under the Bail Act 1982, other than Part 3 of that Act;

C. a court order under the Domestic and Family Violence Act 2007;

D. a banning notice imposed under s 212 of the Liquor Act 2019;

E. an exclusion order imposed under s 220 of the Liquor Act;

F. a provision under a law of the Territory or prescribed by regulation; 

or

ii. is subject to a decision (a banning decision)  by the licensee of a nominated licence to prohibit entry to their licensed premises for a period that has not expired.

(b) The licensee must make a banning decision for a period of not less than 48 hours for each person who the licensee has refused entry in accordance with sub-paragraph (e)(iii) or (e)(iv) of this condition, or who the licensee has removed from the premises in accordance with s 141 of the Act.

(c) The licensee must maintain and share with the licensees of the nominated licences a register  of persons who are subject to a banning decision made by the licensee, including the name, a photograph (if available to the licensee) and the banning period for each person on the register.

(d) The licensee must use the on-premises identification system to screen persons who seek entry to the licensed premises before 15:00 hours on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.

(e) The licensee must refuse entry to the licensed premises to any person who:

i. does not present an apparently authentic form of identification that is recognised by the on-premises identification system;

ii. is identified by the on-premises identification system to be a person subject to an order, condition, notice, provision or decision under paragraph (a) of this condition; 

iii. fails or refuses to undergo screening by the licensee, licensee’s employee or licensee’s agent using the on-premises identification system; or

iv. is intoxicated, violent, quarrelsome, disorderly or incapable of controlling their behaviour.

(f) During any trading period when patrons are being screened for entry to the licensed premises, the licensee must clearly display at each entrance to the premises a notice that it is a condition of entry that patrons present identification and undergo screening. 

3. Practices relating to disturbances

[bookmark: _Ref213688240]The Commission proposes to vary the conditions of the nominated licences and the Lasseters Hotel Casino licence by inserting the following condition:

Practices relating to disturbances 

The licensee must take reasonable steps – 

(a) to prevent undue offence, annoyance, disturbance, noise or inconvenience to people who reside, work, study, worship or attend facilities that provide goods or services in the vicinity of the licensed premises, resulting from entertainment or activities on the licensed premises or the conduct of people making their way to or from the licensed premises; and 

(a) to ensure public order and safety.

Current situation

On 16 February 2026, the Commission determined to impose the above conditions on the licences as contained in the original notice.

On 15 March 2026, it was determined the matter was to be reconsidered by the Commission.  This is to be undertaken during the week commencing 20 July 2026.

Submissions

Please note, interested parties may make a written submission to the Commission in relation to this matter.  If you wish to make a submission, it must be made by no later than Monday, 6 July 2026 and must be in writing, addressed to:

	The Chairperson
	Northern Territory Liquor Commission
	
Liquor.Commission@nt.gov.au 
	
	
If you require any further information in relation to this matter please contact the Liquor Commission through the above email address.

No further notices will be issued in relation to this matter.
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