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investigation had stalled somewhat since COVID 19 took off and had impeded our ability to travel and complete
tasks in a timely manner. Prior to that was months ago when the Coroner wanted Palice to cansider appointing Dr.
Freckleton. | mentioned to you when we last met (16 April) that | do not usually keep in touch with the Deputy
Coroner unless some maljor issue arose that required his immediate attention. If such a situation were to arise | can
assure you that would be briefed prior to me consulting the Deputy Coroner.

I will be back in the office (4™ floor NAB) and available from Wednesday next week to discuss matters further if
required.

Regards

Scott

Scott A. Pollock | Superintendent
COVID-19 EOC ‘N’ Shift Incldent Controller] Northern Territory Police Force
EQC Motorsports House, Hidden Valley, Berrimah

P.0. Box 397684 Winnellie, Northem Te

rritory 0821

From: Morgan, Lee *
Sent: Thursday, 7 May 2020 3:45 P

To: Pollock, Scott q
Subject: Meeting with AC Anticich / Dole / O'Brien

Sir, as discussed on the phone.

i met with AC Anticich and Commanders Dole and O’Brien this morning. The following maters were discussed;

e New Command Structure with Commander O’Brien sitting between you and the AC

o Anticich and Dole and maybe O’Brien are planning to meet with the Coroner next week.

e ATerms of Reference for a review in to the IRT has been completed. The review will be completed by Supt
Gill.

e AC was keen for the enquiries into the training Rolfe recewed 0S to progress.

o  AJMC structure will be in place over the tap of the Charwell Team.

s The Institutional Response Working Group is to be established / progressed.

s Weekly meeting between yourself and O’Brien.

e O'Brien will report regularly to the Institutional Response Working Group.

¢ There was a clear message that we should not he looking at the Criminal Investigation and that the
Corener should only be interested in what happened before Walker's death and not after.

| think that captures most of the content covered.

Lec Morgan | Detective Senior Sergeant
Op Chanwell — Coronial Investigation | NT Polics, Fire and Emergency Services
Peter McAulay Centre

814 McMillans Rd, Knuckey Lagoon, NT, 0828 .
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was already significant delay. At that meeting it was stressed that there
should be a thorough investigation as to why statements were not
taken in the first few days when Major Crime were on the ground and
why family and the community were not advised Mr Walker was
deceased once reinforcements were on the ground. It was suggested
that the issue may be characterised as a police investigating police
problem.

3. 15 January 2020 — We had a conversation where we indicated our
concern that senior police had not provided statements and asked
whether we needed to get involved.

4. 29 January 2020 — You assured us that there were no problems with
the hierarchy giving statements (with the exception only of the AC in
Alice Springs). -

We have no further information to suggest that as of this date senior officers
involved in the making critical decisions have provided statements.

Your question, coming more than seven months after these issues were first
discussed might be interpreted as an indication of continued resistance by the
hierarchy to providing statements. We hope not.

We once more ask that statements from all police officers who had a part in any

" decisions relating to this death and the events that followed, including the death
investigation be provided to Superintendent Scott Pollock with all due
expedition.

1¢ Coroner
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What was the rationale behind these decisions (potentially perceived as favourable
to Rolfe)

Were you made aware of the social gathering at Relfe’s address on the Monday
following the shooting — at a time when Rolfe was yet to be interviewed — involving
a gathering of police witnesses to the Yuendumu shooting?

Was Rolfe brought to Darwin with the intention to arrest him rather than to allow
him to return to his home state? Notes from members involved in the investigation,
including the OIC Pennuto, suggest this was the case.

4. Assistant Commissioner Michael White APM — as above and initial appointment
of Southern Command to undertake the investigation.

5. Commander Travis Wurst — committed to completing his statement as mentioned
during his interview on 5 December 2020.

7. Senior Sergeant Pennuto — Case OIC — further statement not required until
criminal matters are dealt with in court.

A number of other (junior) police members have not assisted the criminal
investigation by way of either refusing to answer questions, declining to provide a
statement to investigators or have been simply told a statement is not required from
them (?). It is not the responsibility of the Coronial Investigation Team to do
anything other than to report this fact to the Coroner. If any member has information
of relevance to the coronial investigation that is identified as critical then we will
pursue that with the member direct. | expected that the criminal investigation team
would do the same.

It is evident that there has been a clear lack of consistent recording of critical
decisions made throughout the early stages of the investigation leading to
information gaps. The criminal investigation has deviated from usual practises of
recording all such detail in PROMIS and, at times, has lacked the structure
prescribed under the General Order — Major Crime, Major Investigation and Critical
Incident Response. In light of this the Coronial Investigation Team are now required
to turn to the senior police executive members who were involved in the early
stages of making critical decisions in order to ascertain the facts. This was
documented and tabled in the ‘Organisational Working Group’ meeting which you
attended on 28 May 2020 (Agenda ltem 2).

Up until this point in time | have not been overly concerned with the delay in any
statement as the Coronial Investigation Team has, quite rightly, expected that the
Criminal Investigation Team would obtain the statements in a timely manner as
necessary. If you are now of the firm belief that the criminal investigation is
complete (with the exception of a few forensic and expert statements) then the
Coronial Investigation Team will impose themselves and attend to all outstanding
matters identified as being of relevance to the Coroner.

It is also expected that further statements from Police members may be required

following evidence emanating from the criminal trial. Again | will be liaising with the
Coroner/Deputy Coroner if this becomes the case.

Back to Basics to Set our Future | www.police.nt.gov.au
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In relation to the letter from the Office of the Coroner that you received (dated 29
May 2020) [ can advise that on the few occasions that the Deputy Coroner has
raised outstanding police statements with me (prior to me taking leave in January
2020) | have declined his offer of obtaining an order under the Coroners Act. |
note that | was on leave overseas when you spoke with Deputy Coroner on 29
January 2020. | was not made aware of any issues pertaining to the interview
with Assistant Commissioner Beer until | returned from leave in March 2020. At
the direction of Acting Commissioner Murphy she then made contact with me
offering to respond to ‘dot point’ questions but indicated she would not be making
a further statement. | referred her offer to the Criminal Investigation Team as, in
my view, she still had information to offer of relevance to their brief. It is apparent
that offer was not taken up.

| further note that when | met with you on 16 April 2020 [ raised 7 specific issues
with you of potential concern. One of those issues | highlighted was ‘exec officer
statements’. It was my expectation that the criminal investigation would attend to
these outstanding statements but had yet to do so at that time.

When | met with the Coroner/Deputy Coroner, at their request, on Thursday 28
May 2020, there was no mention of a concern over any perceived delay in police
statements. The Coroner did make mention of writing a letter to you in regard to
the ‘efficacy’ of the investigation following on from his recent meeting with
yourself and Commander Dole. During my meeting (28 May 2020) the Coroner
also made mention of the possibility of appointing another suitably qualified
independent investigator from interstate to undertake the coronial investigation.
Although | would be personally disappointed if this were to occur, when
considering the significance and nature of issues arising from this ‘Death In
Custody’, this may be an inevitable decision for you to make in consultation with
the Coroner.

Scott A. Pollock APM
Superintendent
Operation Charwell Coronial Investigation

Back to Basics to Set our Future | www.police.nt.gov.au
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